l. Introduction. The function of pronouns might be assumed to be universal among languages. The use and interpretation of particular forms within a language, however, depend significantly on the full repertoire of referential devices with which they contrast. In English, thirdperson pronouns alternate with full lexical noun phrases and reflexives. In many other languages, free pronouns appear only for contrast or emphasis, while bound pronouns appear obligatorily in every clause, whether additional nominals are present or not. Many languages lack regular third-person pronouns altogether; reference is indicated by means of full noun phrases, by demonstratives, or not at all.
l. Introduction. The function of pronouns might be assumed to be universal among languages. The use and interpretation of particular forms within a language, however, depend significantly on the full repertoire of referential devices with which they contrast. In English, thirdperson pronouns alternate with full lexical noun phrases and reflexives. In many other languages, free pronouns appear only for contrast or emphasis, while bound pronouns appear obligatorily in every clause, whether additional nominals are present or not. Many languages lack regular third-person pronouns altogether; reference is indicated by means of full noun phrases, by demonstratives, or not at all.
The general third-person pronouns of Central Pomo contrast not only with full noun phrases, but also with a set of empathetic pronouns and with the absence of any referential device whatsoeyer. When these alternatives are compared in natural speech, it becomes clear that their selection and interpretation are highly systematic, governed by factors of cognition and interaction.
Work by Wallace Chafe is useful in understanding cognitive aspects of referential choice. He relates three components of thinking: consciousness, information, and the self (Chafe 1980:12): Consciousness can be rcgarded as the activation of restricted pieces from the vast array of available information. Consciousness is highly limited ir capacity. It is also highly lidited in the time it can dwell on one piece of information. lt isjerk-r;1hat is, it rests on one thing and then another and does not scan information continuously. And it has a focus and a periphery; that is, there is a maximum degree of activalion and lesser degrees. The self deploys this mechadsm over cente$ ofintercst which are related to its needs and goals. In this deployment, it presumably follows paths which are determined by associations between one focus and the next, and by schemas-already known parhs which have been established for the same o. similar areas of informatio[ in the thinker's past experience.
Referential choice in Central Pomo, as in all languages, reflects the activation state of information within the mind of the speaker as focal, peripheral, or absent. It also reflects the speaker's identification of self. [.U..4r, vol.56, ro. ] An inspection of simple sentences suggests that the Central pomo pronouns are essentially equivalent in function to those in English, apart from their agent/patient case organization. The oblique fo.,i, s"-" u, possesslves.
(ll Mrtd thnii d6i'khe.l 3.AG bread will make 'He/she is going to make bread,. (2) Mtulu zda dawdyla.
3.PAT LAG woke up 'I woke him/her up'-(3) Mtukhe!' bdya tet q'16w.
3.OBL man the die 'Ifer husband passed away'. When the use and interpretation of these pronouns in natural speech are cornpared with those of other referential alternatives in the language, however, it becomes clear that they are in fact quite different from English pronouns.
3. Full lexical noun phrases. Pronouns in Central Pomo, as rn many languages, contrast with full lexical noun phrases. Noun phrases consist of nouns (or clauses) with or without demonstratives, adjectives, and enclitics marking definiteness, new topicality, and specificity.
Noun phrases without the definite enclitic 2el are indeflnite or nonreferential. Indefinite noun phrases tyPically introduce new entities. Full noun phrases, more explicit than pronouns, are selected in such contexts becauie their referents are assumed to be outside of the consciousness of the listener. They trigger a special retrieval task, a fact reflected in intonation patterns. Noun phrases introducing new referents typically constitute separate intonation units in the sense of Chafe: "a sequence of words combined under a single, coherent intonation contour, usually preceded by a pause" (1987:22) Predicate nominals and other nouns with various modifying functions, such as constituents of compounds, are also nonreferential. The noun matd'food'in(7) qualifies the verb with which it is compounded.
(7) 26i' 2aa ma26 qaawdan ih6w. yet l.AG food BITING go not 'I haven't eaten yet'.
Definite noun phrases, obligatorily marked with the enclitic rel.the,. are referential and assumed to be identifiable to the listener (cf. Chafe 1972 , Hawkins 1978 , and Du Bois 1980 . They may refer to unique entities, like the sun, or to referents that are part of the general knowledge of the listener. The noun phrase in (8) Referents may be identifiable because of their relationship to some other known entity. Although they themselves are not given, their identity is accessible through the relationship. The sentence in (9) was part of a discussion about the preparation of buckeyes. The buckeyes are boiled until the skin cracks. Although this was the first mention of the skin, it was identifiable from the buckeyes.
(9) ts'di 2eI 2e mu mq'6q'aa. skin the that cracks 'The skin cracks'. Referential possessed nouns in Central Pomo are usually marked as definite for the same reason, their relalionship to the possessor.
(10) Mien 7e khe roses 2el q'aah1an. so COP my roses the die 'That's the way my roses (definite) are dying'. Entities may be pointed out or identified by demonstratives. Central Pomo noun phrases with demonstratives are typically marked as definite.
Ul) Q'di qaal'da bal sdnliiya zel. good tastes this watermelon the 'This watermelon tastes good'. Entities may be identified by full clauses.
(12) Muul . . . sherill hn6m 2el? that stab the 'The one that stabbed th€ Shedff?' Finally, definite nominals may be identifiable because of previous mention. Following the opening of the deer story cited above, the speaker recounted that where the deer lived, the water had gone dry. There was no water. She then continued with (13). As is typical with the opening of a new scene, characters are respecified, this time with definite noun phrases because the referents are identifiable.
(13) Mien 2in 2doma, so is HEARSAY 'So it seems p'36 bdyaa zel kay, deer man the also these two, th€ man deer, p'56 mdala tel kay, deer woman the also and the woman deer, qhd h26lmaw. water seek went out to look for water' (The water is nonspecific, so it is not marked as definite.)
The cognitive factors underlying the use of these various kinds of noun phrases are clear. Full lexical noun phrases, more explicit than pronouns, are generally used to call up entities that are not already within irnmediate focal consciousness. They are marked as deflnite when they refer to entities the speaker assumes the listener can identify. The choice of nominal expression is interactive in the sense that speakers select among alternatives according to their assessment of the status of each referent within the minds of listeners: within focal consciousness or not, identifiable or not. A further interactive aspect of this selection emerges in ordinary conversation. The identiiability of referents need not be established by each speaker, but can be initiated and observed cooperatively.
4. Empathetic pronouns. In additiou to the set ofgeneral third-person pronouns, Central Pomo contains a second set of third-person pronouns, based on the form Jii. Like the muul set, these also distinguish case and number but not gender. These .{ii pronouns function in the same way as the cognate set in Northern Pomo described by O'Connor (19g5; l9g7) . Similar oronouns have sometimes been termed long-distance or non_clause-bounded re_ flexives, since they can be coreferent with the subject of their own or a higher clause and, in some languages, have the same form as reflexrves. 1985 on Japanese, among others. Sells l9g7 provides a general discussion.) Similar pronouns in African languages have beeri called logophoric, because their use was first noticed in indirect quotations (Hagdg_e 1974) to refer to an argument coreferent with the subject of the main clause, the speaker.
The Central Pomo pronouns are formally unrelated to basic reflexivi_ zation, which is indicated by means of a derivational verbal suffix i,.
Reflexive verbs are derived intransitives whose only core argumenn are agents. The special .1ii pronouns are also unrelated to emphatic/contrasrrve particles in Central Pomo, particles functioDally similar to pronouns sometimes described as emphatic/ contrastive reflexives in other lan guages. The Central Pomo emphatic/contrastive jzln is undiferentiated for person or number-It does not distinguish agent and patient case, although it can appear with an oblique enclitic. ll_.-gliirn.1,i.n subject of rhis senrence is the song. The verb 6.i_ dq-aqah'bt'! 'be passed on to people' is inrransitive. rt " ,?n,"n"" .o"rrn. nerther a subject coreferent with the special pa""""ra -a".-" *rU "t saying or thinking. The use of 1ii pronouns i,i il;;;; i", oo, u misrake. Tre tape of this discussion w* t;;;;u;*ili**olio "r rn" speaker, who was quite satisned wirh th.
".id;;;;i;-" *' **
The function of these special ,1i pronouni i, u"tuuiiy'to pr"s"nt iO"u, from the point of view oi a thiro-person referent: a person with whom the speaker empathizes. Describin! rirniru, pioo*ir:in ;;;;;.""r, states that they indicate -reference to_ th; individual *fro." ,p"""fr, thoughts, or feelings are reDorted "r.*n.",.0-i, "'gi"i" il;ili ""r_ lii-J!]".::, 197 5:14,r).
-ciu"o .n.r. runctron ot. marking empathy, it lr^ i:: *.t:j:iig that rhey should appear in complementJ oi-.u"ru, or sayrng and thinkine.
The empathetic.ft pronouns are-not used for all protagonists. Another speaker opened a discussion with the question indZ).
- (22) rn general, the use and interpretation of the empathetic lii pronouns are determined by factors beyonc tne scope of the syntactic sentence. Their selection has been grimmaticized i,, ,".; ;;;;;: ;;;"""..
YIi I ,*,:T*-conrains a pronoun coreferent *iti, ii, -.rUj""t, tr,.
pronoun must be from the fii set.
(24) Yatktte bazt ya 1oo liikhel' thand zmiili loo d^en. our father TOP me his hand that with me hold 'Our Father was holding me with his hand'.
If the general possessive pronoun miukhel"his' had been used in the above sentence, the owner of the hand would have been interpreted as someone other than the subject.
The antecedent subject may be in the same clause, as in (24), or in a higher clause. The empathetic possessive tiikhe!'in (25) below (an elicited translation) is ambiguous. It may be coreferent with the subject of either its own clause or the higher clause.
(25) Bal mdala 2el tdat' maq6w liikhe!' hdyu ma26nan. this woman the man find his dog abusing 'This lady found the man that was abusing his/h€r dog'.
The empathetic pronoun appears in dependent adverbial clauses as well. The possessive pronoun in the dependent clause of (26) (elicited) must be empathetic if it is coreferent with the subject of the main clause.
(26) lienlawil 2ma mrtul y6w 2e to town FAC she go COP 'Sh€ went to town zas liikhel' k'tti 2el phdtenda. I her children the WHILE watching while I watched her children'.
When a possessive pronoun in a main clause is coreferent with the subject of a dependent clause, however, it need not take the lii form.
(21) Bal mda5a 2mrtukhet' kitti 2el 2aa phdien 2s this woman COP her children the I watching COP 'I watched this lady's children miul lienlawil y6wda. she town to WHILE go while she went to town'.
The grammaticization of the notion of empathy within sentences is not surprising. The point of view within a sentence is evidently defined as that of the subject. This fact surfaces most often in the expression of coreferent obliques in Central Pomo, because coreferent subjects and objects are usually expressed by means other than pronouns. Coreferent subjects of dependent clauses are usually not specified at all. (See 5 below.) Coreferent objects are rarely specified by pronouns, since basic reflexivization is expressed in derived intransitive verbs lhat have no grammatical objects. The absence of relerential markers is systematic. but the system can be missed by looking at individual senrences in isolation. The factors that determine when speakers will omit overt reference, and how hearers will interpret the omission, operate over a context that is larger than the individual sentence. As long as a clause-level topic remains within focal consciousness, it need not be respecified. Recall that the deer inkoouceo above in (5) and (13) Bal tdl hliw. this house to go Then (they) came home'.
In many cases, strings of sentences containing no overt mention of the topic are reiated semantically such that speakers should conjoin them.
The context conditioning the overt specification of referents clearly extends beyond the boundaries of sentences, however. It extends beyond intonational sentences, as above, and across turns in conversation. In the segment in (30) below, the topic, White people, was initially introduced by the flrst speaker with a full lexical noun phrase containrng a new topic marker ya. The White people were never subsequently respccrfied, although considerable turn taking occurred. A: Piesu q'df thiduu d6t' ze mil h1ow. money good lots make COp there from '(They)'re making lots of money from that source,. B: Mm. Mten tha miul bdteliim !'aa mrtul -. . so guess that sell pL guess that 'Mm. (They)'re also selling th\ono 2el kay yh61at'. seaweed the too do PL the seaweed'.
6. The function of general third-penon pronouns, The general thirdperson muul pronouns in Central pomo are thus not equivalent to English pronouns, because they contrast with different cate;ories. They do not represent entities that are completely new, outside of the con_ sciousness of speakers and listeners; this is accomplished bv means of futlt-exicat noun phrases. They do not represent entities that are already within focal consciousness; no markers at all appear in these contexts. They also do not represent entities from whose point of view informa_ tion is presented; this is accomplished by the empathetic.{ii pronouns. The znaul pronouns actually serve a constellation of functions, in many cases best described in terms of their contrast with alternatives for third_ Derson reference. .and got tight, no p.or,-oun " "ir """rJ "pp#'i; ;:,:-.** :l-aTe..
Here, jlre interpretadon of the general pron""i _r"j co.* r."_ lts contrast with the zero alternatrye.
The general pronouns also serve a variety of other functions. central Pomo nouns,are usually unmarked for case or number, The rzzal pronouns, which do indicate case and number, "* "f,ar^ "r"j *,i, " copular construction to specify tt. puti.ni -i" li oi"r","rr,oil* of humans identified by nouni. The procliric , U"f.* i, inJ""p"f". ,,." .The general muu.l pronouns are also used to support constructions that supply emphasis, like the cleft sentence below-(35) Mdala q ts mrtul woman good COp 3 A good woman, she is,.
They support the enclitics kay 'also' and ik'e 'only'. During a discussion about several elderly people in the community, the response to the question in (22) In line 7, the son is referred to by an overt pronoun, because of the contrast between A's assumption that he would get out of prison and B's statement that he was being taken away. In line 9, a pronoun appears because of the discontinuity from the previous line. In line 14, a pronoun is used for the sheriff because of the discontinuity in activity from the previous line. No pronoun appears in lines 18, 20, 22, or 23, because they continue a single direction of discussion, Continuity can also be interrupted by summarizing statements, which break a flow of description or a chain of related events. Note the use of the pronoun in the last Iine of (38).
(38) A: zaa 2e X 10 d6' 2 maq6w thin. IAG COP PAT long now find not 'I haven't seen X for a long time'. B: 2idasw 2aathdl phldw.
awful sick SEEING sense '(She) looks very sick. 1ridaaw qhda pht'hayaw 26m. awful pitiful look appear (She) looks bad in the face.
Mattl
yim min old lady old like (She) looks like an old lady.
Mitul ?tdaaw qhda pht'6ayaw-3 awful look pitiful She really looks pitiful'.
7. Conclusion. The functions of pronouns in natural speech are not universal. They depend on the full repertoire of third-person referential devices available within the language. The general third-person pronouns in Central Pomo filI a variety of functions, defined in part by their contrast with the other referential alternatives. They do not represent referents that are outside of the consciousness of the speaker and hearer; in those cases full lexical noun phrases are used. They do not represent referents from whose point of view information is presented; in those cases tho empathetic lii pronouns are used-They do not represent entities that are already within the immediate focal consciousness of speaker and hearer; in those cases there is no overt reference at all. Their primary function is to draw already active referents back into focal consciousness after some disruption or discontinuity. This function is in fact consistent with their diachronic develooment from a demonstrative.
?6m ?e. look COP
